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Ambassador Colling* Meeting with Amerioan Press 
Robert Alden, NEW YORK TRIES 

Robert Elegant, North Amerioan Newspaper Allianoe 

Paul Garvey, U. S. Information Agenoy 

T. Durdin, NEW YORK TIMES 

Peggy Durdin, NEW YORK TR-TES 

Richard Kallsen, CBS 

J. Roper, WASHINGTON ETCHING STAR 

J« Roderiok, Associated Press 



Ambt Ed Stansbury told me that you all wanted to see me here and 

I want to tell you there is very little I can tell you. What 
I am saying is definitely not for attribution in any way, 
shape or form by an Amerioan source or otherwise. I believe rather 
than making any statement I’ll have you ask questions. 

Roderick* What we would be interested in knowing is what you learned 
and what you are doing with the President and Frenoh. 

Ambassador* You say what have I 1 earned j you don‘t say as such and 
such appeared. I give you now my best judgement of 
what happened last night, which was that an attack 
wa8 made on the .Prefect Police Hq, Rue Gallieni,and it must have 
been timed for exactly midnight. One report has it that it was for 
midnight because it was very close to that time when the guards change. 
Everything I have heard convinces me that this attack was initiated 
by the Sinh Xuyen. That is one of the strongest reasons I feel that 
they were* simultaneous with the attack on Rue Gallieni or immediately 
thereafter rounds began to be fixed, probably at tbo Palace. I am 
quite certain they mubt have been 80mm mortar things. 60 would not 
make the amount of racket we heard here. Immediately I oould hear 
rounds starting to land, sounding like 80ram mortar founds. Now the 
fact that those rounds came almost at the same time as the firing 
began out there is to me fairly oonolusive evidence that the thing 
: was a planned affair. 

We had heard that they moved into a police school which 
is next door to the Prefect Police Hq the day before* The President 
made the transfer of control by the Prefect on Saturday. That is the 
way the thing, according to the best of my advioe, started. There 
was. a battalion of parachutists that had been put out there for pro- 
tection and they finally drove these people off. You might say that 
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was phase one. 

ssu* ass ss txi uur 
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Soper. It me reported that the firtne had eoae froa a pharaaoy. 

Ambassador i Tee, from a corner drugstore. 

OSr * e ' lth 70Ur otMy «“* «“> 

Ambassador* I don't know for sure, hut I ehould think they wpuld. 

f 8 , fr ° m i a11 sour °eo my conclusions. Yla had officers 
midni^ht^ 4 th8lr Wat0heB at the time Wld was almost 

ft 

Uy estimate of it is that the Vietnamese forces handled 
themselves very very well, and were in control of the 
nn+ situation. I was impressed by these stories. I have 

thin* ™ Z? A hi * i Ut the 8tori ® 8 reaching me indicate that the 
thing was handled ooo3y by the people. They did not break and run. 

oo5»rt.*hSh"rt^ r ’ ’*•" tho froM “ to ° ° Ter the? ««* iB 

It to a r T X'XXiZV .WiritSSrS “• 

+b! Jr® Ple r re X* ii! evidentl y we® to demonstrate that even if 
government would take action if they caused disorder in the oity 
the government could not take oare of it. 7 

sibilitv of ^ 8 ^ h T^ 8k ° d Ba ° Dni t0 turn ever the respon- 

.Diiity of the establishment of the government to the sects. 

Hodericki If you could give us a fill-in on your own diplomatic 
activity this morning. 

Ambassadors I conferred with General Ely and I reviewed the situation 
with President Diem. I have suggested that the government 
+n ... h ? e re fjf st caution not to provoke anything but, need- 

lees to eay, there is nothing I can do here. Our etatue here, the 
status of the Americans, is a little different from the etatue of the 
French. Our responsibility here is to take on the training of the army. 

We have been supporting the organisation and supplying the army for the 
8ever81 y ea p; In faot the program is a reduction of what we 

tvILi 600 / 01 ^ b ?f ore ‘ haTe accepted in conjunction with the 
Frenoh under the direotion of General Ely the training of the armed 

foroes. That does not put us in ths politioal fisld at all. Just what ^ v 
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relationship between the French Union as euoh and the Vietnamese has 
never been clear to no* I thinfc that independence was finally ponsum- 
mated with the Agreement e finished in Paris six weeks ago. There are 
still units in the Vietnamese army whioh are commanded by Frenchmen 
but that will terminate sometime around the first of July this year.- 
There is some relationship as to whether Vietnam is in the Frenoh Union, 
whether the Frenoh Union exists, but still there is a relationship 
here which etlll does exist and the French foroes are responsible 
for the external seourlty* 

There le a different relationship between my responsibility 
here and the responsibility of Oeneral Ely* I have the utmost eymjjathy 
with him. He has done hie best to play fair and square. He is a man 
of fairly great integrity. He is in a dilemma. I was sorry, very 
frankly, to see some time ago a very able man make the statement that 
I was the real boss here. Nothing is farther from the truth. 

There is no doubt about it, we have the moral responsi- 
bility here to the refugees to see that the country does not come into 
the hartda of the Communists. I have the same status as the Ambassador 
of Britain here, exoept that we are giving more economic aid than the 
British, the Filipinos, eto. That is the status of our position here. 

No more and no less* I am not trying to say we are not involved in 
this situation. Of course we are. 

Kali sent Bo you feel that Biem is stronger or weaker as a result of 
the last few days, particularly as a result of last night? 

Ambassador: It is pretty hard for me to gauge but if the Vietnamese 

forces had not taken vigorous action to proteot the 
Palace he would be in a hell of^worse position. 

Kallsen: Is there any danger of his falling?: 

Ambassador: I don't know but from what I have been able to gather 

the Army morale is good. They have not tried to bile off 
more than they can chew. The Army was attacked. An attack 
was made on the armed foroes of Vietnam by a private organisation whioh 
for my money is nothing but a private organization which we in our 
country would call a group of outlaws. This group does not even have 
the veneer of on organization* The shell fragementB went into the 
Palaoe itself, which is a very serious proposition* For private people 
to take this action* .* 

Roderick: Is there a political action open, a possibility of any steps 

to be taken? 

Ambassador: If the situation oould be normal we had hoped to be able 

to develop a program that would make sense* It does make 
aen8a if you are talking with sensible people* When you 
talk to these people It's like talking to a bunoh of 4th grade children* 

I made no effort to aee these people* Frankly in talking with them I 
have tremendous sympathy for thsm, a poor ignorant narrow little people 
who have no idea of the world from the point of view of international oom- 
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mualem op from the point of view of the countxy. I Btill say the 
Proaidont's program la a good, sound, forward-looking program. Theae 
people have not oome out with a program. The time would ultimately 
oome when these aeota would have to faoe up to the situation. Some 

*J!L W0U } d t ? S 1 ™ u * ***** * ni grinding down the people 

and their private armies. Some day some sort of clash was inevitable. 

I have oon8iderable sympathy for the faot that he is trying to develop 
a good government with a limited aoope. It is difficult to get them P 
to understand a reasonable program. If they can't bury their own 
personal ambitions no amount of Amerioan aid oan save this place unless 
the people themselves take an interest in it. 

of . M . +v, 0 I LJ B f a J her interesting to hear some of the statements 
* 2L Orientals. Ono Chinese said "Te have come through this 
sort of thing* I don t think it will be too serious." He waa wrong. 

Last night it was serious. Another one said "7/e have had this in our 
country for years on end." It is going to make it more difficult for 
the government to oarry on a program which will make sense maybe a 
year frwn now. Bit it ie serious but it does not necessarily mean that 
all is lost. Challenge that it is, I must say that Diem shows courage. 
Hie army at least last night was loyal to him and did very well. 

Burdins You feel there may be more fighting? 

Ambassadors It’s possible. 

Mrs. Burdins Wouldn’t the French make every effort to prevent that? 
Ambassadors Yes. 

S . > Bid you see Biem with Ely or separately? 

Ambassador: Separately, I have never seen President Biem with General Ely 

to talk with them together. 

Kalleen : Some Vietnamese toll me that the Viet Minh have stepped up a 

campaign the last two or three weeks saying that the United 
States withfall the troubles, etc., is getting dieoouxaged 
and ready to go home* if Biem toppled. 

Ambassadors That is something that will have to be deoided at the time. 

Biem has not toppled. I would say, that a group of people 
of this kind, if they took over the government would be 
very serious to us. If we did not have the refugees that might be a 
different etory. There are over 500,000 refugees that have come out 
of the north and we havean obligation to them. 

Puxdins Bo you happen to know the relationship between the Binh Xuyen 
and the Cao Baiats? 
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Ambassador! Diem when he was appointed was given full authority* He 
ie oonfident that he has the authority and you might oheok 
with -their people. I am not really permitted to say this 
hut his cabinet has also given him fhll authority ttttygpft* 

R * If the government is overthrown how would the U. S. aot? 

Ambassador i For goodness sake in your despatches and stories do not say 
"if the government is overthrown". I am sure this attack 
was primarily last night to convinoe a lot of American cor- 
respondents in town, to put on some sort of show that the government cannot 
oontrol the situation, eto. , arid it is about to collapse. 

Roper i Does the Manila Pact cover this eltuation? 

Ambassador! It might if this thing were really tied to Viet Minh operations. 
If I remember the wording of it, in oase of subversion the 
Manila powers might take aotion but I think the intention 
there was Viet Minh subversion* 

Eoderioki We have heard the last ten days sinot this crisis has been 

going on, it sounds rather circumstantial, about France work- 
ing privately with the sects, giving out rumors, working 
olosely with the sects, eto. I know if this wore in another country, 
such as the TJ.S. we would take aotion* .. 

Ambassador! I have heard the same type of rumor* We have never been 
able to get anything on anybody along this line. General 
Ely has assured me that if at any stage of the game I find 
anybody going counter to his piilioy and let him fctiow he will investigate 
and if he is convinced he will do something about it* There is no question 
but there may be some people here who would fall in that category. Whether 
the French could run them out 6f the country or not I don’t know beoause 
many of than have dual citizenship here* If you took away their visa 
they don't need a visa* The traffic in arms has been put a stop to and 
there have been actual arrests and the French High Commissioner has taken 
- determined, action. 

Roderick! We see -and hear it so much in daily press briefings and it 
makes us wonder if Ely’s men themselves or low levels are 
actually whipping that up to help their own policy. 

Ambassador! I don't believe that. I don't say that there may not be 
Frenoh here doing that but I am oonfident there is no one 
in the government doing -that. I have Complete faith in 
Daridan's integrity, faith and honesty. But in GonefaUgiy's absenoe 
I could not have asked for more* In my opinion he h&v oomplete ifl^pllectual 
integrity! “ e doing one thing under the table ancU saying another thing* 

Roperi How many oasualties were there? 
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Ambassador i If I gave you a number it would not be right because I have 
heard various reports but the numbers were no^ terribly 
great* The best information I have is somewhere about 23 
including a few civilians* 

Roper i Do wo know where the mortare were fired from? 

Ambassador* No, but I know this much about mortars* You can't oome 

as close to hitting the Palaoe without very carelUl prepar- 
ation ahead of time* We tried to oheolc from where it oatne, 
but oould not tell the direction* All I knew was the firing was in the 
direotion of Cholon and the mortars were landing in the direction whioh 
I gathered to be the Palaoe* The range of the mortar is roughly 3000 yds* 

Roderiokt What do you think of the resignation of Minh, the Defense 
Minister? 

Ambassador t It is most unfortunate in my opinion. IIo is a fine young 
man. Young and inexperienced* I don't think he has been 
in sympathy with some of the things the government has done. 
He ie quite youngf he is a vory good little man. 
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